June 11, 2007

In 1994, Sam Carmen was selected as the
MTEA Executive Director while continuing as
the chief negotiator. As Executive Director, he
was a leader in the successful establishment
of the MPS/MTEA Teacher Mentor Program,
the Joint Teacher Evaluation and Mentoring
Program, the Milwaukee Teacher Education
Center (MTEC), and the Milwaukee Partner-
ship Academy. Most recently, Mr. Carmen was
instrumental in the development and imple-
mentation of a collaborative strategic planning
process with MPS and the Greater Milwaukee
Committee  entitled  “Working  Together,
Achieving More.”

Sam Carmen has been active in organiza-
tions including: Citizen Action of Wisconsin;
the Urban Directors’ Association, a national
network of urban union executives; the UWM
School of Education Dean’s Community Advi-
sory Committee; and the Holmes Partnership,
a network of professional organizations work-
ing to improve teaching and learning for all
children.

During Mr. Carmen’s tenure, the MTEA es-
tablished annual community outreach activities
including: an art show and awards program for
MPS students; a scholarship program for MPS
graduates, particularly those pursuing teaching
careers; and the Food for Our Future partner-
ship with Hunger Task Force, a food drive and
advocacy program.

Madam Speaker, for these reasons, | am
honored to rise and pay tribute today to Sam
Carmen’s contributions to educational reform
in the Fourth Congressional District.

———
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FERENCE
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Mr. SESSIONS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the 46th annual YMCA Youth
Governor's Conference that began in Wash-
ington, DC, this past weekend and continues
throughout this week. | am pleased to have
the distinct honor of being one of the congres-
sional hosts for the YMCA Youth Governor’s
breakfast with my House colleagues this
Wednesday morning.

The YMCA Youth Governor's Conference
brings together some of the most outstanding
youth leaders in America. YMCA Youth and
Government is a nationwide program that al-
lows thousands of teenagers to simulate State
and national government.

Madam Speaker, | would like to personally
recognize each of this years YMCA Youth
Governors for their dedication and service to
America’s youth:

Lillian Wilson of Alabama, Emile Gordon of
Arizona, David Murdter of California, Alex
Chandler of Colorado, Samantha Free of Con-
necticut, Anna Galati of Delaware, Bradley
Pough of Florida, Kristin Graham of Georgia,
Tiana Maruyama of Hawaii, Elise Marchant of
Idaho, Sean Tompkins of lllinois, Martin
Turman of Indiana, Will Webb of Louisiana,
Jay Gobeil of Maine, Arnell Limberry of Mary-
land, Alexis Morin of Massachusetts, Trenton
Swank of Michigan, Dilara Uskup of Michigan,
Eric Kunkel of Minnesota, Josh Travis of Mis-
souri, Olaniyi Solebo of the Model United Na-
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tions Program, David Colaco of New Jersey,
Matthew Scarvie of New Mexico, Matthew
Vigliotta of New York, Tucker Piner of North
Carolina, Stuart Downey of Oklahoma, Greg-
ory Murray of Oregon, Jeff Mitch of Pennsyl-
vania, Neel Mehta of South Carolina, Matt
Robinson of Tennessee, Tyler Thomason of
Tennessee, Dave Harris of Texas, Marco
Leung of Virginia, Erik Ashida of Washington,
Damien White of the District of Columbia,
Caroline Kitchens of Wisconsin.

I wish all of the 2007 YMCA Youth Gov-
ernors a very successful conference here in
Washington, and encourage them to continue
their sincere devotion to leadership and public
service in this and their future endeavors.

———
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Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today in honor and memory of a
great constituent of the 6th District of Mary-
land—The Honorable Ralph M. Burnett, Jr.
Ralph M. Burnett was a Maryland district court
judge and pioneer in the fight against prostate
cancer. Judge Burnett died from the disease
on May 9, 2007 at the age of 64.

Judge Burnett was born in 1943 in Seneca
Falls, N.Y., to the late Ralph M. Burnett, Sr.,
and Betty Burnett. He graduated from St.
Paul’'s High School in 1961 and earned a BA
from Dickinson College, in 1965. A Vietnam
Veteran, Judge Burnett was sent to Korea and
served as First Lieutenant in the U.S. Army
until 1969. He then enrolled in the Baltimore
School of Law and received a degree in 1972.

Judge Burnett began practicing law in Oak-
land, MD, and served as Garrett County’s
State Attorney from 1974—-1978. In December
of 1993, he was appointed an associate dis-
trict court judge. He was also a member of the
Executive Committee of the Maryland Judicial
Conference, and served on the Editorial Board
of Justice Matters until his passing.

Diagnosed with prostate cancer in 1996,
Judge Burnett became a devoted advocate for
the prostate cancer community. He served as
chairman of the National Prostate Cancer Co-
alition, NPCC, from 1999-2001. Under his
leadership, federal funding for prostate cancer
research doubled and the NPCC tripled in
size.

After stepping down as chairman, Judge
Burnett stayed on as a board member and
doggedly pursued more prostate cancer treat-
ment options for patients. He was also an ad-
vocate for the Johns Hopkins University’s Spe-
cialized Program of Research Excellence and
served on several panels within the Depart-
ment of Defense where he worked to leverage
the DOD’s investment in prostate cancer re-
search and participated in discovering the le-
thal phenotype that causes the disease.

Judge Burnett is survived by his former wife,
Lucy Burnett, a son, P. Chase Burnett and his
wife Jaime, three grandchildren, lan, Eli, and
Sophie Burnett, a daughter, Catherine Burnett,
and one sister, Clara Tordella.

Ralph M. Burnett’s funeral was held on Sat-
urday, May 12, at St. Paul's United Methodist
Church in Oakland.
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On behalf of the residents of the Sixth Dis-
trict, | am honored but humbled to offer this
token of appreciation for the distinguished
service of Ralph M. Burnett to others and his
many accomplishments. | hope that this sim-
ple testament provides some comfort to ease
the grief of his family, neighbors and friends
over his loss.

————
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Ms. MATSUI. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in honor of Judge David Levi, one of our Na-
tion’s respected judges and a true friend. After
17 years of service on the Federal bench
Judge Levi is retiring to become the next dean
of Duke University’'s Law School. As his col-
leagues, friends and family gather to celebrate
the next chapter of his life, | ask all of my col-
leagues to join me in saluting this outstanding
public servant.

The son of Edward and Kate Levi, Judge
Levi was born into a distinguished family that
valued pubic service and the pursuit of knowl-
edge to serve others. His father was the Presi-
dent of the University of Chicago and served
as the United States Attorney General under
President Gerald Ford, while his mother was
equally committed to a variety of worthy pur-
suits. In 1972, Judge Levi graduated from Har-
vard, magna cum laude, with a degree in his-
tory and literature. Upon graduating from Stan-
ford Law School in 1980, he clerked for Judge
Ben Duniway of the Ninth Circuit Court of Ap-
peals and followed that by clerking for Su-
preme Court Justice Lewis Powell.

After his tenure with Justice Powell ended,
Judge Levi returned to California and began a
renowned career with the U.S. Attorney’s Of-
fice in Sacramento. From 1983 to 1986 he
served as Assistant United States Attorney
and worked in the office’s criminal division. In
1986 Judge Levi was appointed by President
Ronald Reagan as the United States Attorney
for the Eastern District of California. As the
U.S. Attorney, Judge Levi led one of the most
successful public corruption prosecutions in
the state’s history.

In 1990 Judge Levi was nominated by
President George H.W. Bush to become a
U.S. District Judge of the Eastern District of
California. Since 2003, he has served as the
Chief Judge of the District. After over a dec-
ade and half on the federal bench he has
earned a reputation as one who still ap-
proaches each case, large and small, with a
commitment to tirelessly examine all of the
facts and treat each case with the utmost of
importance.

Judge Levi also is a national leader on legal
reform. Recognizing his keen intellect, former
Chief Justice William Rehnquist appointed him
to the Advisory Committee on the Federal
Rules of Civil Procedure in 1994, which Judge
Levi chaired from 2000—2003. Four years ago,
Justice Rehnquist named Judge Levi as Chair-
man of the Judicial Conference Committee on
Rules of Practice and Procedure. In these
roles he has revised and brought a much
needed dose of reform to the rules of proce-
dure in federal courts, making the courts more
efficient, accurate and fair.
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